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Christmas Again! 


And there is no better way 
of solving the problem of gifts 
than by remembering that there 
are many of your friends and 
relatives who would be endless- 
ly grateful to you for acquaint- 
ing them with Between «The 
Lines through your gift sub- 
scription for them this Christ- 
mas. It is Christmas shopping 
made easy and made significant. 
Just send us the name ang ad- 
dress of each person to receive 
a year’s subscription together 
with a dollar for each, We do 
the rest, sending a greeting card 
announcing your gift. 











What Is Wealth? 


Newsman Peter Edson reports 
that he has gleaned from Russian 
circles in Washington that the 
United States’ gold policy is some- 
what of a joke in Moscow. Russia 
has lots of undeveloped gold de- 
posits. 

“So the Russians buy an Ameri- 
can gold dredge, mine the gold, 
refine it, ship it to the United 
States. In return for the gold Rus- 
sia gets the best machinery and 
technical know-how of this coun- 
try. The Uniteq States takes the 
gold and puts it back in the ground. 
Ten per cent of the machinery 
Russia gets for this buried gold is 
more gold mining machinery. This 
enables the Russians to dig more 
gold out of the ground for the 
United States to put back in the 
ground. 

“The Soviet officer says that back 
in Moscow they hope this policy 
will be continued. But they don’t 
understand what the United States 
gets out of it, or why it goes on 
doing it.” 

We venture to say the Russians 
would be able to find very few 
bankers in this country who could 
explain it either! 

However, the explanation can 
be found, but it isn’t one that 
pleases business leaders. We are 
still tied to a banking system 
which is based on old theories of 
monetary stabilization and holds 
that a man is rich if he has a big 
enough bank account or enough 


(continued on next page) 


L* NO MAN SAY that Christian thought could not quickly set 

our democracy in order. If those who profess the Christian way 
of life cared enough to ascertain the spiritual record of the candidates 
for whom they voted, every unscrupulous, political machine in Amer- 
ica would have been wrecked overnight. The power to make the kind 
of world we cry for is there, but we are simply too listless or too sel- 
fish to use it. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


LATIN AMERICAN ELECTIONS. Good news is coming from 

many quarters in Latin America. The Catholic-sponsored fascist 
extremists on the one hand and the communist radical extremists on 
the other are both being defeated by the election of moderate pro- 
gressive forces in Bolivia and Venezuela. In Venezuela the democratic 
Socialist Party won. Although this group is socialist, it is strongly op- 
posed to the communists who were soundly defeated, These victories 
for moderate socialists are considered indicative of trends developing 
in much of Latin America. 

In Mexico the new Aleman government promises to continue the 
constructive reforms of the Camacho regime. Aleman, while a devout 
Catholic, is anti-clerical in regard to the resurrection of the Church’s 
political power and is very friendly to Russia, which arouses the 
wrath of the Catholic hierarchy. He is strong also for increased free- 
dom of Mexican economy from foreign domination, yet is moving to- 
ward a program of cooperation with foreign capital if such capital is 
willing to reform and seek new, more just methods of participation in 
the development of Mexico’s resources. But he is opposed to the radi- 
cal extremists who preach confiscation and confiscation only. 


wo As you read about the conflict in the UN sessions over the 

veto issue, keep in mind the origin of this struggle—a matter 
that has been kept obscure in the public mind. In spite of all the 
propaganda to the contrary, any layman may study the records and 
see for himself that the United Kingdom, made up of the British 
commonwealth of nations, has voted together on all issues connected 
with the threat of Soviet pressure on areas heretofore held as a mon- 
cpoly of British empire interest. This has created a formidable bloc 
of vote power against Russian interests. Stalin met this vote bloc a few 
years ago by reintroducing the Soviet to the halls of the UN as a 
group of sixteen republics and demanding a separate vote for each! 
Many of us, doped by propaganda to see only the British empire view- 
point, were shocked and angry. But, like many Russian claims, 
there was enough truth on their side, and hypocrisy on ours, that the 
force of their position could not be denied. The fact that China, 
India and other non-Caucasian nations, as well as France and Norway 
in some instances, were in sympathy with the Russian viewpoint high- 
lights our own propaganda-fed one-sided viewpoint. So Russia got a 
few more votes at least, but when the United States and our satellites 
joined in with the British empire bloc, the Russian interests were still 
cut-voted on those matters that were of vital concern to Russian con- 
cepts of security. 


(continued on next page) 


Negro Conference 


A picture of what is developing 
in the thought of young Negroes 
of America can be gained by a 
study of the reports of the South- 
ern Negro Youth Congress which 
recently met in Columbia, South 
Carolina. About 800 picked Ne- 
groes, college and university stu- 
dent leaders as well as groups 
from the ranks of organized labor, 
debated many issues that trouble 
the minds of their people. 

The charges in the Southern 
press that this group was entirely 
a communist outfit and was in- 
augurating a communist program 
is an outright falsehood, typical 
of those forces in America which 
are fighting all normal socia] pro- 
gress. What did characterize the 
gathering was a conflict of ideas, 
sometimes swinging between hope 
and despair, between communist- 
led methods of bitter recrimination 
against racial exploitation and 
the more patient constructive 
measures that are commensurate 
with Christian teachings. 

The New York Times which cov- 
ered the confererice quite thor- 
oughly, reported the efforts of the 
radicals to get over their ideas 
and promote their leadership, but 
also made it clear that other more 
constructive influences were in 
command, That younger whiie 
leaders of the South are in deep 
sympathy with those young Ne- 
groes and their aspirations also 
was evident. 

For instance, considerable atten- 
tion was given by The Times and 
other large dailies to the address 
of an influential and prominent 
young white man, Clark Foreman. 
Mr. Foreman is the nephew of the 
publisher of The Atlanta Constitu- 
tion and president of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare. 
He heartily endorsed the aims of 
the congress and urged the South, 
for its own betterment, to elect its 
“own officials.” 

“The recent post-war wave of 
lynching and terror has focused 
the eyes of the nation on the cor- 
ruption of much of our democra- 
tic machinery in the South,” he 
said. “. .. decent people of the 
South hang their heads in shame 
while Bilbo, Talmadge and the 
other minority-elected products of 
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What Is Wealth? 


(continued) 
papers in his safe deposit box—a 
wealth based on the traditional 
buried or hoarded treasure, the in- 
heritance of modern capitalism. 

Capitalism is not going to sur- 
vive unless it drastically broadens 
thesefoundations. Theworldaround 
us is basing its economic concepts 
increasingly on human need, on 
the value of goods for consump- 
tion rather than exclusively for 
profits. Unfortunately the major- 
ity of capitalistic businesses still 
base values on profits. 

The new economy of the world 
—and remember the United States 
is the only surviving, large, strict- 
ly capitalistic state—is based on 
the value of ideas, human need and 
goods for use, with accrued profits 
(gold, securities and other forms 
of hoarded wealth) being forced 
into a very secondary place. 

The modernity of Christ’s teach- 
ings suddenly amazes us at this 
point. He taught that life, human 
need, social and spiritual respon- 
sibilities come first and personal 
gain secondary. Marxist doctrines 
teach the complete abolition of 
profits. Christ taught the redemp- 
tion of profits. The lesson of our 
century seems to be that profits 
that are not redeemed eventually 
become abolished. 


Negro Conference 
(continued ) 
disfranchisement continue their 
outrages against decency and de- 

mocracy.” 

Declaring that the South is 
“ruled by a feudal minority” and 
that Southern white workers are 
“very often the victims of poverty 
and prejudice” who fear losing 
their jobs to Negroes, Mr. Fore- 
man said that Northern and South- 
ern industrialists are helping to 
promote the “organization of pre- 
judice . . . a prelude to fascism.” 

Mr. Foreman’s address is typical 
of the trend among young Negroes 
and young white leaders of the 
South to approach the problem in 
a wholesome, constructive, pro- 
gressive way. As the older gen- 
eration, rooted in blind and narrow 
traditional concepts, dies away we 
shall see many signs of a new 
pattern in race relations emerg- 
ing in both North and South. But 
through it all, radicalism will con- 
tinue to be pitted against Christian 
concepts and Christian methods. 


Going Bourgeois? 

An ideological upheaval evi- 
dently is threatening the So- 
viet regime. No doubt your pa- 
pers have mentioned the purges 
that have been sweeping over Rus- 
sia. Many articles appearing ir 
the Russian press and in Russian 
magazines further indicate the 
background of these purges. 

Since the war, there has been a 
falling away from the strict Marx- 
ist principles on the part of Rus- 
sian youth and a drift toward what 


the bolsheviks call a “bourgeois 
infiltration of ideas.” Especially 
has this ideological infiltration 


been felt in the Russian youth 
(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Even though we of the west do not share these Russian attitudes 
toward security, getting mad and calling names does not build the 
peace. The peace can be built only as we understand the viewpoint of 
others and seek to find a ground of compromise. 

The veto is a weapon whereby the Russians can be sure that they 
will not have the majority of the votes now under the control of the 
British-American bloc used against them. They will try to keep that 
weapon until they are convinced that the UN is more interested in 
promoting genuine world cooperation rather than maintaining the 
status quo of United States and British monopolies of oil, rubber, tin 
and shipping—which is the economic pattern discernible behind so 
many UN political controversies. 


»  ! pmaed GOVERNMENT VS. UN. A very powerful critical 

pressure upon the United Nations program has developed from 
an unexpected source. The World Federalist Movement, promoting 
the concept of world government and sponsored by some of the most 
distinguished and able people in America, is now aiming its publicity 
and literature at the dangerous fallacies that exist in the UN structure. 
The World Federalists charge that nationalism, with its whole train of 
economic ills and threats, remains the basis for the UN; that the 
major powers continue to support national military institutions and 
quietly sabotage all hope of forging these armed forces into a world 
police power which they pretended to inaugurate to keep the peace; 
and that, above all, the retention by each major power of the right to 
thwart the peace by veto or bloc voting substitutes a farce and subter- 
tuge for building permanent peace. 

The world government concept, as over against the UN, is a pro- 
gram for the establishment of a genuine world government with laws 
to regulate the conduct of nations as laws govern the conduct of in- 
dividuals and corporations in any modern civilized society. These 
laws must be administered and enforced by duly elected authorities, 
and cannot be enforced unless individual nations surrender their right 
to make war. Thus the states within the United States surrendered 
their right to make war on one another and permitted the Federal 
government power and authority to maintain interstate peace. 

In other words, world government proposes to extend the exist- 
ence of law and order, as it is now accepted within any orderly demo- 
cratic state, to the world of states. Any government, such as Russia, 
which would not enter the world establishment would be forced to go 
its way alone in the middle of an organized world. If the organized 
larger portion of the world society continued to live in justice and a 
growing democratic prosperity, a rebellious state would soon face the 
determined will of its own people to better their lot by participation 
in world cooperation. 

This thesis is certainly compatible with what the average Chris- 
tian layman feels is Christian progress. The concept is logical and it 
is bold. That its achievement will be openly and secretly blocked by 
several great establishments whose interests would be weakened and 
impaired by such a world-wide reform goes without saying. 


PULLMANS IN THE NEWS AGAIN. You will remember past 

reports (BETWEEN THE LINES, January 7, 1946) concerning the ef- 
fort of the two Wall Street banks (J. P. Morgan and Kuhn, Loeb) to 
keep their monopoly control of the Pullman service of America 
through the purchase of the Pullman Company by the 43 railroads. 
These two banks also control the 43 railroads! After other independ- 
ent financial concerns had unsuccessfully offered comparative, if not 
higher bids, the Pullman Company was ordered sold to the 43 rail- 
roads. 

It is all pretty complicated because both the Pullman Car Manu- 
facturing Company and the Pullman Service Corporation, which were 
forced to separate their interests by anti-trust action of the Federal 
courts, are controlled by the same two Wall Street banks. The De- 
partment of Justice, through anti-trust suits, has been trying to break 
up all this monopoly, but the court in Philadelphia, where the con- 
test of purchase was made, settled last spring in favor of the Wall 
Street interests. Now the independent banks are bringing suit in the 


(continued on next page) 





Going Bourgeois? 
(continued) 

groups that are the communist 
party’s political kindergartens. In 
other words, the young people of 
Russia, the new war and post-war 
generations, are looking upon bol- 
shevik concepts as out of date and 
old fashioned! 

Few of us realize that the flam- 
ing youths of Russia, who put 
over the revolution twenty-five and 
thirty years ago, are now old men 
and that the younger generation is 
inclined to look upon them as 
youth has always looked upon the 
protracted regimes of their eld- 
ers as out of date and increasing- 
ly out of style. The new Soviet 
generation, according to trends 
and implications in current So- 
viet magazine literature, is seek- 
ing for a society that gives great- 
er recognition to scientific free- 
dom and freedom of thought in all 
educational areas. 

What amounts to a rebellion 
along this line exists on the part 
of some of the young Soviet writ- 
ers. In the purges some of them 
have made an effort to comply 
with the reinforced communist 
party ‘line, but from the reports 
of the purges, many have refused 
to comply and have apparently 
accepted their punishment as their 
contribution to the advancement 
of Russia’s place in history in a 
larger sense than anything con- 
fined to the principles of commu- 
nism. 

This rebellion, though being sub- 
jected to severe repression and 
discipline, is of the greatest sig- 
nificance, Such efforts to prevent 
the advance of one generation’s 
thought by another, preceding 
generation is never successful in 
the long view. That means that 
Russia is changing and will keep 
on changing. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
tried to hold back the Reforma- 
tion, but the spirit of change fi- 
nally overflowed the walls of tra- 
dition and repression that tried to 
hold it back. Misguided leaders of 
religion also tried to hold back 
the young scientists who, a cen- 
tury Or more ago, were reaching 
out to find the concepts that 
brought in the present age of 
man’s enormous scientific powers. 
Change cannot be stopped so that 
the tight little band of aging bol- 
shevik revolutionaries, with all 
their present tyrannical police con- 
trols, will be able to hold back 
the ideas that will eventually 
transform the life of Russia, Twen- 
ty-five years from now Russia will 
have experienced vast and deep 
changes. If war does not erase 
these trends, progress toward a 
stable peaceful world can be great- 
ly aided by this revolution. 


Bomb and Victory 


Many months ago we reported 
to our readers the significant quar- 
rel going on in American military 
circles over the relationship of 
the atomic bomb to the winning 
of the war. The Army, which pro- 
duced the bomb, has been claim- 
ing the credit for winning the war 
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Bomb and Victory 
(continued ) 

through the use of the bomb, while 
the Navy and air divisions bitterly 
protest these claims in view of 
the long months of bloody fighting 
which the Navy and airmen put 
up to bring the American forces 
to the point of victory and to the 
place where the bomb could be 
used so advantageously. 

It was Admira] “Bull” Halsey 
who really tossed this row before 
the public eye in spite of War De- 
partment pressure to keep the 
people from hearing about it. Hal- 
sey’s blasts have driven many 
Army spokesmen to admit in 
speech, if not in print as yet, that 
the bomb was not necessary in 
winning the war; that the Navy 
could have finished up without a 
single GI needing to risk his life 
to establish a beach head—which, 
when protests arose, was the 
Army’s justification for the use of 
the bomb on civilians. 

The Navy, claims Halsey, had an 
absolute stranglehold on Japan, 
and he says that Japanese air pow- 
er and sea power were completely 
broken, American air power could 
have kept them broken until they 
surrendered. Thus Halsey won’t 
even concede that the atomic bomb 
saved lives, 

This revealing debate has been 
going on for cver a year in Wash- 
ington . . . as our readers have 
known, although the general pub- 
lic has had very little awareness 
of it. 


“Preventive”? War 


Dr. Harold C. Urey, one of the 
leading nuclear scientists and one 
of the principals in the develop- 
ment of the atomic bomb, has re- 
cently emphasized the viewpoint 
prevailing among his fellow sci- 
entists that the atomic bomb can- 
not be used in a “preventive war” 
or as a police weapon—the two 
concepts that have been favorites 
among War Department officials 
and some of our military leaders. 

These military men have held 
forth the idea that America should 
be prepared to wage a war to 
prevent war, or to act as a one- 
nation police patrol of the world. 
Dr. Urey states that modern 
world-wide scientific advancement 
makes all such concepts out of 
date and contrary to known scien- 
tific facts. 

In urging for a world govern- 
ment, the scientist claims that the 
whole world would soon lose all 
its freedom in any attempt at 
such a preventive war or world 
control by one nation, and that 
intolerable conditions would soon 
result upon all major continents. 


Strike Gains—and Costs 


When American labor-manage- 
ment relations have evolved to a 
civilized state, disagreements will 
be settled without the cost and 
wastage of strikes. 

S. Burton Heath of the Scripps 
Howard papers, has analyzed 
these costs in recent strikes: “In 
the Westinghouse strike, the fig- 
ures indicate that a typical West- 
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Like a great drama, built around the actions and unfolding of one 
pervading character, so the struggle for peace is being played out before 
the eyes of men,—with international selfishness presenting a leading role. 
He appears in many dramatic scenes,—sometimes with fear characterizing 
his pronouncements, again with power politics and insolent nationalism 
as the familiar masks worn with keen perception when the stage is right. 
Imperialism is one of his favorites, too, carried out most effectively with 
the lines concerning “enlightened self-interest.’ But any student of the 
\play will recognize the same antics, the same gestures,—no matter what 
mask he wears. But if we are to have peace, must we not give a large role 
to sincerity, to honesty and to righteousness? They will need no mask; 
yong power is the power of the greatest drama—words that come from 
the heart. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


United States Supreme Court in Washington to fight for their right 
to break into this Wall Street monopoly by purchasing the Pullman 
Service Company. 

The smaller, enterprising financiers propose the modernization of 
the country’s antiquated Pullman service by introducing new types of 
cars on all railroad lines and by providing for much cheaper rates 
for popular adequate Pullman travel as well as new more modern and 
luxurious first class sleeping cars. The Wall Street groups prefer to 
keep the old cars rolling on and the profits rolling in. 


C* AND STATE DEPARTMENT POLICY. We reported re- 

cently that in spite of our State Department’s full collaboration 
with the world monopolistic interests, centering in Wall Street, Lon- 
don and Dutch business centers, in their war-on-Russia crusade, Presi- 
dent Truman and Secretary Byrnes themselves do not entirely follow 
the line that State Department action would indicate. Mr. Byrnes is 
head of the State Department, but that organization is an old institu- 
tion and has many other spokesmen and connections that operate 
quite independently of the personality who might happen to be its 
nominal politically appointed head at a given time. Thus the State 
Department, through all its complex machinery, has pushed hard to 
throw all of the United States power and influence in with the oil, 
rubber, tin and shipping monopolists who, with the Catholic Church, 
form the core of our most rabid anti-Russian sentiment and action in 
this and allied countries. Mr. Churchill is the chief spokesman for 
this group. 

Where President Truman, and with his apparent compliance, Mr. 
Byrnes, have revealed their true positions is on the determined stand the 
White House has taken on the Palestine question. It is incredible how 
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Strike Gains—and Costs 


(continued) 


inghouse employee will have to 
work 83 years, three months and 
three days, before that four cents 
a day will make up for the $865.92 
wages that he lost during the 
strike. The raise, on its face, was 
18 cents an hour. But the company 
had agreed to 17% cents of this 
before the strike began. 

“Some 161,000 General Motors 
employees created a new national 
wage pattern in an almost four- 
month strike in which they won a 
raise of 18% cents an hour. The 
company had been willing to pay 
only 1314 cents an hour. By strik- 
ing, the UAW gained an extra five 
cents an hour for its members and, 
indirectly, for many others. But 
the average GMC worker will have 
to work 453 weeks—almost nine 
years—hbefore his personal pocket- 
book will recoup, at $2 a week, 
the $906 in wages he lost while he 
was out on strike. 

“The steel strike confirmed the 
pattern established by the Gen- 
eral Motors walkout, and made it 
sort of unofficially official that an 
18% cent boost would be the goal 
at which unions could hope to 
shoot rather successfully. By walk- 
ing 752,000 steel workers out for 
25 days (and longer in the case 
of the smaller companies that 
waited to follow the lead of U. S. 
Steel) the Uniteq Steel workers 
got 3% cents an hour more than 
they could have had without 
striking. 

“But the typical steel worker 
lost 160 hours of work at $1.31 
(the company’s offer) or $209.60. 
It will take two years, 45 weeks, 
three days and five hours for the 
3% cents an hour, won by strik- 
ing, to compensate for those lost 
wages. 

“General Motors was prevented 
by its long strike from building 
some 300,000 cars and 100,000 
trucks for its customers. The com- 
pany estimates the production loss 
to it at $440,000,000 and the rev- 
enue loss to General Motors deal- 
ers at $100,000,000. 

“The steel industry estimates 
losses in sales, from the strike, 
around $330,000,000.” 

The Westinghouse strike cost 
the company $16,000,000 in pro- 
duction, and U. S. Steel admits a 
loss running into tens of millions. 

There are two solutions for the 
costly, violence breeding strike 
system, One is a voluntary sub- 
mission to adjudication by boards 
of arbitration set up by labor 
and management, independent of 
government action; another is 
government courts of industrial 
arbitration whose decisions may 
be appealed, but in the end sup- 
ported by law. If the first system 
does not evolve fairly soon in 
America, the second system will 
likely be developed. 

At the present time, labor lead- 
ers fight the establishment of any 
system because it would put into 
disuse their most potent leadership 
technique whereby they enhance 
their power over the workers and 
over our entire national economy 
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Strike Gains—and Costs 
(continued) 


by the strikes. Imagine John L. 
Lewis without strikes! 

Industrial management also has 
been opposing such reforms be- 
cause any court decision would 
force management to yield the 
secrets of its business operations 
and systems of getting all you can 
get anyway you can get it. So 
such a reformation is not to be im- 
mediate, but it will eventually 
come. 


False Reports 

Between The Lines has repeat- 
edly reported to its readers that 
we are not getting the truth about 
areas such as Poland and the 
Balkans. 

UNRRA chief Fiorello H. La- 
Guardia, former mayor of New 
York, recently returned from a 
long trip to many of these areas, 
reports: “In every country I visit- 
ed, men in high office pulled out 
clippings of American newspapers, 
asked me why the errors, the mis- 
representations, the false informa- 
tion. They have a just complaint. 
I have seen stories, concerning 
matters about which I have per- 
sonal knowledge, which were not 
true, which never existed or took 
place.” 

In the hysteria and hate cam- 
paign against Russia, our press 
and radio has been giving the Am- 
erican people a distorted and false 
picture of many events in many 
areas. Russian totalitarian meth- 
ods are not to be disputed, but 
other elements and issues that are 
involved are constantly suppressed 
or warped to fit the war-against- 
Russia propaganda. (For example, 
see our report, Vatican and Colla- 
boration, in the last issue of Be- 
tween the Lines.) 


Women M.D.’s 


In spite of a critica] shortage of 
doctors in the United States, a 
senseless but strong prejudice pre- 
vents women from filling the need. 
An article by Howard Whitman in 
the Woman’s Home Companion 
for November sets forth the facts 
on this situation. Mr. Whitman 
declares that men have exercised 
all their efforts to keep American 
medicine a male monopoly. 

Less than 5 per cent of Amer- 
ica’s 165,500 doctors are women. 
Forty-two per cent of our hospi- 
tals refuse to admit women in- 
terns and 35 per cent bar women 
resident physicians, In England 
17 per cent of the doctors are wo- 
men’; 21 per cent of English medi- 
cal students are women, Eighty- 
five per cent of Russian doctors 
are women! 

During the war the barriers 
were lowered, with hospitals 
eager to get women interns, and 
the armed _ services—finally, in 
1943—accepting some women phy- 
sicians for the Army and Navy 
Medical Corps. Since V-J Day, 
however, Mr. Whitman says that 
“the ax has faller on a number of 
women doctors who held impor- 
tant medical posts on the home 
front. A woman doctor who per- 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


few realize what a bombshell Truman’s stand on this issue has thrown 
into the ranks of the world monopolistic and empire groups. 

The pattern is tied to oil. The British empire economy and the 
British fleet depend on the oil of the Near East, sharing their mon- 
opoly with American oil combines. Recently our State Department 
went out of its way to show why our foreign policy is tied to Near 
East oil. It was an effort to tie America to monopolistic oil imperial- 
ism in the Near East even though that tie-up meant war with Russia. 
Moreover, the statement, in the attempt to fasten American sentiment 
to oil reserves that lie at Russia’s immediate doorstep, ignored the 
great oil resources in our own hemisphere. 

In this connection, important groups of oil men have already is- 
sued statements that expose this needless invitation for a new world 
war. For instance, oil and gas operators, assembled from all over 
America for the annual meeting of Independent Petroleum Associa- 
tion of America, issued a statement charging that the official propa- 
ganda on domestic oil shortage “ignores the historical trend of in- 
creasing discoveries of mew reserves and the fact that at the present 
moment, according to experts on the reserve status of the nation, we 
have more petroleum available in the ground than at any other prior 
time in the history of the industry.” 

Now Truman’s insistance that the Jews be given the right to or- 
ganize their homeland and civil state, and that 100,000 refugees be 
permitted to enter Palestine immediately, is a deliberate rapier thrust 
to the heart of the oil empire monopolies and the Arab world. If the 
Arabian world becomes stirred to war-like measures against the Brit- 
ish and Americans, they can cut the oil supply to Britain and the pipe 
lines of American companies in a thousand places across the desert, 
unless we go to war against them . . . and that would promptly 
draw in Russian support of the Arabs. So whatever White House in- 
tentions are, one thing is certain—the President and at least some of 
those around him have been courageous enough to pull the rug out 
from under the whole set up our own State Department has had a 
part in arranging to place American blood and resources in guaran- 
tee of oil monopolies now established at the door of Russia. Also 
Truman threatens to put a stop to the old game of trading Jewish 
blood for Arabian oil. 

We are beginning to wonder how much of the anti-Truman edi- 
torializing in the big business press stems from this courageous action 
on the part of the President. 

This is no attempt to minimize the numerous mistakes the Presi- 
dent has no doubt made, but in this instance he has shown rare 
courage. 


At™™ CONTROL. A great victory in American political prog- 

ress quietly came upon the scene by the appointment of a strictly 
lay commission for control of atomic energy. Few of us will ever 
realize the tremendous struggle that has been waged behind the scenes 
for many months in Washington over this issue. The Army and the 
military minded politicians were determined to retain control in the 
hands of the military, but the scientists who made the bomb, sup- 
ported by almost every religious and educational organization in the 
country, fought to place the control of the atom in the hands of men 
who were free from any military interest or connections. That has 
now been fulfilled and will mean much to reassure our nation of free- 
dom from the growing tendency toward the supremacy of military 
control of our economy. Some military men will sit on the commission 
in an advisory capacity—which is as it should be as long as there is 
war and the atom is a weapon. But the appointment of the lay com- 
mission tells the world that America is thinking of the atom in terms 
of peace, not war. 

Another struggle that has not yet been entirely resolved is re- 
lated to the control of the development of atomic energy for peace- 
time uses by private utility monopoly interests for private profit or 
by the people’s representatives in the government for the general 
public welfare, as has been the case in the development of great pub- 
lic power projects by government direction. The appointment of 
Lilienthal, former head of TVA, the man most hated by private util- 
ity monopolies, is an indication of the trend at present. But that vic- 
tory is far from won. 


Women M.D.’s 
(continued) 


formed yeoman service ir a New 
York clinic during the war years 
was dismissed recently for no 
other reason than to make way 
for a man. Several large compa- 
nies who pleaded with women 
doctors to staff their clinics dur- 
ing the war now give them the 
jaundiced eye. Hospitals have 
pitched women off their staffs as 
promptly as many shipyards told 
Rosie the Riveter to go home and 
peel potatoes.” 

Among the specious arguments 
brought forward by men to keep 
women out of the sacred precincts 
of medical practice is the charge 
that they abandon the professior 
to get married and have babies. 
They do get married and have ba- 
bies, but a statistical survey made 
by Professors Florence Lowther 
and Helen Downes of Barnard 
College, shows that more than 
nine of every ten’ women doctors 
are still in full-time medical prac- 
tice. Another argument is that 
women are too fragile for surgery. 
One woman surgeon in New York 
answered this charge: 

“Surgery is not a mysterious 
ritual that the men make it out 
to be. Women are especially fitted 
for surgery. From chidlhood on, 
their hands are more skilled than 
men’s. They are accustomed to 
small, fine work and all the pa- 
tience that goes with it.” 

Mr. Whitman also discusses the 
prejudice felt by many men about 
being treated by a woman doctor. 
He feels that men, who have al- 
ready accepted being bathed by 
nurses, would readily get used to 
being treated by women doctors. 
He tells of several male patients 
who first shyed away from wo- 
men doctors and who, from expe- 
rience, later had to reverse their 
attitude in this respect. 

“Among the lay public,” reports 
Mr. Whitman, “several women em- 
phasized that they’d prefer women 
doctors when it comes to gyne- 
cology .... More and more wo- 
men are specializing in gynecology 
and obstetrics, discovering that 
women patients feel a great deal 
freer to discuss their troubles, to 
submit to examination and to be 
frank about sex matters with a 
woman doctor. ... Though gyne- 
cology is a field in which a high 
percentage of women doctors spe- 
cialize, and in which you might 
expect them to have a few special 
rights, the American Gynecologi- 
cal Association has admitted only 
one woman to membership, Worse 
yet, the New York Obstetrical So- 
ciety, among many others, doesn’t 
admit women at all.” [Emphasis 
ours.—Ed. ] 

This bigoted and crippling prej- 
udice against women doctors— 
even in fields most directly af- 
fecting women—is jeopardizing 
the health and lives of thousands. 
We need at least 20,000 more doc- 
tors to bring the nation’s medi- 
cal care out of the danger zone 
and women can make a substan- 
tial contribution toward this goal 
of national health security—if 
men give them a break. 








